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Abstract: This study explores the role of Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) in education, questioning whether it represents a 
revolutionary advancement for fostering critical thinking or a 
threat to independent thought. The research investigates the 
paradigm shift in knowledge creation facilitated by AI, focusing 
on its impact on critical thinking skills, student autonomy, and the 
evolving landscape of education. The study adopts a mixed-
methods approach, combining qualitative and quantitative 
research to examine how AI tools affect critical thinking. 
Qualitative data was collected through interviews with educators 
and students, exploring their perceptions of AI in learning 
environments. Quantitative data was obtained using regression 
analysis to assess the relationship between AI tool usage and 
students' critical thinking performance. The findings reveal that 
AI significantly enhances critical thinking by providing 
personalized learning experiences, immediate feedback, and 
exposure to diverse problem-solving scenarios. However, the 
results also highlight concerns about over-reliance on AI, with 
some students showing decreased independent thought and 
creativity when AI tools were used excessively. Regression analysis 
further indicates that while AI tools have a positive impact on 
problem-solving skills, their influence on deep, independent 
analytical thinking is more limited. The study also identifies key 
variables, such as the design of AI tools and the level of student 
interaction, that determine the extent to which AI fosters critical 
engagement. The study concludes that AI has the potential to 
revolutionize education by promoting critical thinking, but it must 
be integrated carefully to avoid diminishing students' capacity for 
independent thought. Recommendations are made for balancing 
AI use with traditional pedagogical methods to support the 
development of critical minds, advocating for a model that 
encourages both AI-assisted learning and autonomous cognitive 
development. 

 
Keywords: AI and Human cognition, AI in education, I-

Augmented learning, Algorithmic thinking, Artificial Intelligence 
(AI), Artificial Intelligence ethics, Automation and Critical 
thought, Bias in a cognitive skills, Collaborative thinking, 
Creativity and Innovation, Critical thinking, Decision-Making, 
Digital literacy, Ethics of AI, Human-AI interaction, Machine 
Learning, Problem-Solving, Skill, development, Technology-
Driven learning.  

1. Background to the Study 
The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) into education 

has brought significant transformation to teaching and learning 
processes. In the 21st century, critical thinking has been  

 
recognized as an essential skill for students and professionals 
alike, fostering the ability to analyze, evaluate, and synthesize 
information in complex environments. However, the increasing 
reliance on AI tools has posed both opportunities and 
challenges to the cultivation of critical thinking. 

AI systems, such as adaptive learning platforms and 
conversational agents, have proven effective in enhancing 
personalized learning experiences and supporting problem-
solving activities (Luckin et al., 2016). For example, AI-driven 
platforms offer real-time feedback and individualized learning 
paths that adapt to the cognitive needs of learners, thereby 
encouraging engagement and skill development (Zhu & 
Kaplan, 2019). 

Despite these benefits, there is growing concern about the 
potential for AI to hinder critical thinking. Studies suggest that 
over-reliance on AI systems can reduce the ability of 
individuals to question, analyze, and critically evaluate 
information (Carr, 2011). This is particularly evident in 
scenarios where learners uncritically accept AI-generated 
solutions without understanding the underlying reasoning 
processes. 

This duality underscores the importance of fostering AI 
literacy among students, ensuring they can effectively use AI as 
a supportive tool while maintaining robust cognitive 
independence. Current research highlights the need for a 
balanced approach to integrating AI into educational 
frameworks, aiming to enhance critical thinking skills rather 
than diminishing them. he integration of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) into educational settings has sparked significant debate 
regarding its impact on students' critical thinking abilities. 
While AI offers personalized learning experiences and instant 
feedback, concerns have emerged about its potential to diminish 
students' capacity for independent analysis and problem-
solving. AI systems offer personalized and adaptive learning 
experiences, but over-reliance can impede critical thinking 
skills" (Luckin et al., 2016). 

Recent studies indicate that reliance on AI in educational 
contexts may impede the development of critical thinking skills. 
For instance, an article in the Nexus highlights that dependence 
on AI can restrict students' ability to engage in deep analytical 
thought, as they may become accustomed to accepting AI-
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generated information without sufficient scrutiny. Learners 
may become passive consumers of AI outputs, risking the 
erosion of independent reasoning" (Carr, 2011). 

Conversely, AI has been recognized for its potential to 
enhance critical thinking when used appropriately. A study 
published in Smart Learning Environments suggests that AI 
dialogue systems, when integrated thoughtfully, can promote 
critical engagement by prompting students to reflect on their 
reasoning processes. AI-driven educational tools have 
demonstrated potential in promoting engagement and fostering 
reflective practices" (Zhu & Kaplan, 2019). 

The dual nature of AI's impact on critical thinking 
underscores the importance of balanced integration within 
educational frameworks. Educators are encouraged to guide 
students in using AI as a supplementary tool, fostering an 
environment where AI serves to enhance, rather than replace, 
human cognition. This approach aims to cultivate a generation 
of learners who are adept at leveraging technology while 
maintaining robust critical thinking skills. 

2. Introduction  
The rapid advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AI) is 

reshaping how individuals and societies approach critical 
thinking. Critical thinking, traditionally defined as the ability to 
analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information to make informed 
decisions, has long been a cornerstone of education and 
professional development (Paul & Elder, 2008). In the AI era, 
where vast amounts of data are readily available, and complex 
problems are solved with machine assistance, the nature of 
critical thinking is undergoing a significant transformation. 

AI presents both opportunities and challenges in fostering 
critical thinking. On one hand, AI tools can support learners by 
providing personalized recommendations, real-time feedback, 
and exposure to diverse perspectives (Luckin et al., 2016). For 
instance, adaptive learning systems analyze individual learner 
behaviors to tailor content, fostering deeper engagement and 
understanding. On the other hand, the over-reliance on AI for 
information processing and problem-solving risks diminishing 
intrinsic cognitive skills, including independent reasoning and 
ethical decision-making (Carr, 2011). 

This duality has sparked a paradigm shift, prompting 
educators, policymakers, and technologists to reconsider the 
role of AI in developing critical thinking. The future lies in 
achieving a balance where AI acts as a complementary tool that 
enhances human cognition rather than replacing it. By 
integrating AI literacy into curricula and promoting 
metacognitive practices, individuals can learn to critically 
evaluate AI outputs, understand their limitations, and maintain 
autonomy in decision-making. 

Critical thinking is the art of analyzing and evaluating 
thinking with a view to improving it" (Paul & Elder, 2008). As 
we navigate the future, understanding how to leverage AI to 
enhance critical thinking while safeguarding against its 
potential pitfalls will be essential for preparing individuals to 
thrive in an increasingly complex and technology-driven world. 
The role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in education has 
garnered significant attention in recent years, particularly 

concerning its potential to enhance cognitive skills such as 
critical thinking. As digital technologies continue to evolve, AI 
has emerged as a transformative force, providing new avenues 
for personalized learning, real-time feedback, and complex 
problem-solving. AI systems, ranging from intelligent tutoring 
systems (ITS) to adaptive learning platforms, offer students the 
opportunity to engage with educational content in novel and 
dynamic ways. However, the integration of AI into education 
raises important questions about its impact on the development 
of critical thinking skills. 

Critical thinking, a cornerstone of modern education, is the 
capacity to analyze information, evaluate evidence, and form 
reasoned judgments. It involves skills such as problem-solving, 
reasoning, analysis, synthesis, and reflection, all of which are 
essential for success in both academic and professional settings 
(Facione, 2015). Critical thinking not only empowers 
individuals to make informed decisions but also prepares them 
to navigate complex societal and technological challenges. In 
education, fostering critical thinking is vital for developing 
independent learners capable of assessing information critically 
and approaching problems with creativity and rigor (Paul & 
Elder, 2014). 

The intersection of AI and critical thinking presents both 
opportunities and challenges. On one hand, AI has the potential 
to enhance critical thinking by providing personalized learning 
experiences, offering immediate feedback, and simulating 
complex scenarios for problem-solving. AI systems can adapt 
to students’ individual learning needs, facilitating engagement 
with challenging material at an appropriate level of difficulty. 
These features are particularly relevant in fostering higher-
order cognitive skills such as analysis, evaluation, and 
synthesis, which are central to critical thinking (Baker et al., 
2019; Koedinger et al., 2013). 

On the other hand, concerns have been raised about the 
potential risks associated with the use of AI in education. One 
such concern is the possibility that over-reliance on AI tools 
might limit students' opportunities to develop independent 
thinking skills.  

If AI systems are overly directive, students may become 
passive consumers of information rather than active participants 
in their learning (Selwyn, 2019). Additionally, the transparency 
and fairness of AI systems remain critical issues, as algorithmic 
biases embedded in AI could inadvertently perpetuate 
inequalities and hinder the development of critical thinking 
(O'Neil, 2016). 

AI-driven learning systems enable personalized content 
delivery, fostering critical engagement with materials (Luckin 
et al., 2016). Given the increasing reliance on AI in educational 
contexts, it is crucial to investigate the extent to which AI can 
either support or impede the development of critical thinking 
skills. While AI has the potential to support personalized 
learning and cognitive growth, its impact on students’ 
independent thinking, problem-solving abilities, and ethical 
reasoning requires careful consideration. As AI tools continue 
to evolve, educational stakeholders must carefully design and 
implement AI systems to ensure they foster an environment that 
encourages critical reflection, autonomous learning, and ethical 
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awareness. 
This review aims to explore the relationship between AI and 

critical thinking, examining both the positive and negative 
implications of AI's integration into education. By 
understanding the interplay between these two factors, 
educators, researchers, and policymakers can better design AI-
driven educational experiences that promote critical thinking 
and empower learners to navigate the challenges of an 
increasingly AI-driven world. 

Over-reliance on AI can erode cognitive skills critical for 
independent decision-making (Carr, 2011). This introduction 
highlights the potential of AI to support and challenge the 
development of critical thinking skills in education, laying the 
foundation for further exploration of this intersection. 

3. Statement of the Problem 
The rapid integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) into 

education has revolutionized teaching and learning processes, 
offering personalized learning experiences and fostering 
engagement. However, this technological advancement poses 
significant challenges to the cultivation of critical thinking 
skills, a cornerstone of effective education and professional 
competence. 

Critical thinking involves analyzing, evaluating, and 
synthesizing information to make informed decisions. While AI 
tools provide instant access to vast amounts of information and 
generate solutions efficiently, they may inadvertently 
encourage passive consumption of AI-generated outputs, 
limiting learners’ ability to question, reflect, and engage in 
deeper cognitive processes. Research indicates that over-
reliance on AI can erode independent reasoning, creativity, and 
problem-solving capabilities, raising concerns about the future 
readiness of learners in a technology-driven world (Carr, 2011). 

Furthermore, the ethical and cognitive implications of AI-
driven learning systems remain underexplored. Issues such as 
algorithmic bias, data privacy, and the lack of transparency in 
AI decision-making can undermine trust and critical 
engagement among learners. The challenge lies in balancing the 
benefits of AI as a supportive tool with the need to preserve and 
enhance human cognitive abilities. 

This study seeks to address these concerns by investigating 
the dual role of AI as both a facilitator and a potential 
impediment to the development of critical thinking skills. The 
research aims to explore how AI can be integrated into 
educational frameworks to promote critical thinking while 
mitigating its potential drawbacks, thereby ensuring a 
sustainable and effective use of AI in fostering intellectual 
growth. 

4. Research Hypotheses 
H1: AI-integrated education enhances students' critical 

thinking by providing personalized learning experiences 
tailored to their cognitive styles. 

H2: Exposure to AI-driven tools improves problem-solving 
abilities by facilitating real-time feedback and diverse solution 
pathways. 

H3: Over-reliance on AI tools in education diminishes 
students' capacity for independent problem-solving and critical 
analysis. 

H4: AI-generated knowledge discourages the development 
of original ideas, as students tend to replicate AI-provided 
solutions rather than exploring alternatives. 

H5: Students' critical thinking skills decline when 
educational AI systems emphasize efficiency over cognitive 
depth. 

H6: AI in education reduces intellectual curiosity by 
automating tasks that would otherwise require independent 
exploration and effort. 

5. Research Questions 
How does AI impact students' ability to engage in 

independent critical thinking? 
What specific AI tools or platforms have been shown to 

either support or hinder critical thinking in learners? 
What are the potential ethical and cognitive challenges of 

using AI to foster critical thinking in education? 
How do issues like algorithmic bias and lack of transparency 

in AI decision-making affect learners’ trust and critical 
engagement with content? 

How does the use of AI in problem-solving activities 
influence students' cognitive development and problem-solving 
skills? 

Are there specific case studies where AI has effectively 
fostered critical thinking and complex problem-solving? 

6. Research Objectives 
The main objective of this study is to explore the dual role of 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) in either enhancing or hindering the 
development of critical thinking skills in educational contexts. 
Specific research objectives include: 

1) To investigate the impact of AI tools on students' 
ability to engage in independent critical thinking. 

2) To explore the ethical and cognitive challenges posed 
by the integration of AI in learning environments. 

3) To assess the effectiveness of AI in fostering reflective 
thinking and problem-solving skills among learners. 

4) To examine the role of AI literacy in enhancing 
students' capacity to critically evaluate AI outputs and 
make informed decisions. 

7. Related Literature Review  
A comprehensive literature review explores the intersection 

of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and critical thinking, focusing on 
how AI tools enhance or impede the development of critical 
thinking in education. It examines the theoretical foundations, 
previous studies, and current trends related to AI's role in 
education and cognitive development. This literature review 
synthesizes research from multiple perspectives, offering a 
comprehensive view of AI's potential in shaping critical 
thinking and providing pathways for future research in this 
evolving field. 
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A. Introduction to Critical Thinking and AI 
Critical thinking is the ability to analyze, evaluate, and 

synthesize information in a logical, objective, and reasoned 
manner. It is a cornerstone of higher-order cognitive skills, 
including problem-solving, decision-making, and reasoning 
(Facione, 2015). In the context of education, critical thinking is 
essential for preparing students to navigate complex problems, 
make informed decisions, and engage with diverse 
perspectives. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a tool capable of 
supporting and enhancing cognitive and metacognitive 
processes. AI can personalize learning, provide real-time 
feedback, and simulate complex problem-solving scenarios, 
offering learners opportunities to practice and develop critical 
thinking skills (Chen et al., 2020). However, the integration of 
AI into educational contexts raises questions about its impact 
on critical thinking, particularly regarding the potential for AI 
to either support or hinder learners' cognitive development 
(Holmes et al., 2019). 

B. Theoretical Foundations of Critical Thinking 
1) Cognitive Load Theory (Sweller, 1988) 

Overview: Cognitive Load Theory (CLT) posits that working 
memory has limited capacity and that instructional designs 
should reduce unnecessary cognitive load to enhance learning. 

Relevance to AI: 
AI-driven learning platforms often personalize content to suit 

the learner's cognitive abilities, which can either optimize 
learning by reducing extraneous cognitive load or create an 
over-reliance on AI, leading to reduced cognitive processing 
and critical thinking. 

The challenge for AI integration is to find a balance that 
maximizes the learner's cognitive capacity without 
overwhelming or oversimplifying tasks. 

Application in Research: 
Investigating how AI tools adjust cognitive load based on the 

learner's abilities and how this affects the development of 
critical thinking skills. 

Exploring whether AI can offer the right balance between 
cognitive support and challenge to stimulate reflective thinking 
and problem-solving. 
2) Constructivist Learning Theory (Piaget, 1950; Vygotsky, 
1978) 

Overview: Constructivist theory emphasizes the role of 
active learning, where learners build their knowledge through 
experience and reflection. Vygotsky’s concept of the Zone of 
Proximal Development (ZPD) suggests that learners can 
accomplish more when supported by a more knowledgeable 
other (in this case, an AI system). 

Relevance to AI: 
AI can be a tool for scaffolding learning within the learner's 

ZPD by providing personalized feedback and prompting 
reflective thinking. 

However, if AI dominates problem-solving without allowing 
students to explore independently, it may undermine the 
constructivist process, reducing opportunities for learners to 
engage in higher-order thinking. 

Application in Research: 
Examining how AI tools either support or hinder the process 

of constructivist learning by examining student interactions 
with AI-driven platforms. 

Investigating whether AI enhances or limits students’ 
opportunities to engage in active, reflective learning processes. 
3) Bloom’s Taxonomy of Cognitive Learning (Bloom, 1956) 

Overview: Bloom’s Taxonomy classifies cognitive skills into 
hierarchical levels: Knowledge, Comprehension, Application, 
Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation. The upper levels—
analysis, synthesis, and evaluation—are critical for fostering 
higher-order thinking and critical analysis. 

Relevance to AI: 
AI systems, such as those used in adaptive learning, may 

focus on lower-order cognitive skills like knowledge recall and 
comprehension, possibly limiting the development of higher-
order critical thinking abilities unless they are specifically 
designed to target analysis and evaluation. 

AI can be used to scaffold higher-order thinking by 
prompting learners to evaluate and synthesize information. 

Application in Research: 
Investigating how AI impacts different levels of Bloom's 

Taxonomy, particularly the development of analytical and 
evaluative thinking. 

Exploring whether AI tools can be designed to specifically 
support the higher cognitive processes required for critical 
thinking. 
4) Metacognition Theory (Flavell, 1979) 

Overview: Metacognition refers to the awareness and control 
of one’s cognitive processes, including self-monitoring, self-
regulation, and reflection on learning strategies. 

Relevance to AI: 
AI systems can support metacognitive development by 

providing real-time feedback and suggesting strategies for 
learning and problem-solving. 

However, excessive reliance on AI feedback could diminish 
a learner's ability to self-regulate or reflect independently on 
their own learning strategies, potentially undermining 
metacognitive skills. 

Application in Research: 
Investigating how AI-driven platforms promote or hinder the 

development of metacognitive skills in learners and examining 
whether AI tools can encourage learners to reflect on their 
thinking processes and regulate their learning strategies. 
5) Socio-Cultural Theory (Vygotsky, 1978) 

Overview: Vygotsky's socio-cultural theory emphasizes the 
importance of social interaction and cultural context in 
cognitive development. Learning is seen as a collaborative 
process where knowledge is co-constructed through interaction 
with more knowledgeable others. 

Relevance to AI: 
AI can facilitate learning through collaborative systems that 

simulate social interactions, such as AI-powered peer review 
systems or discussion forums. 

However, there is concern that over-reliance on AI might 
hinder genuine social learning and the co-construction of 
knowledge in collaborative settings. 
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Application in Research: 
Exploring how AI systems can support collaborative learning 

environments and enhance the co-construction of knowledge 
and analyzing how AI might affect the social aspects of 
learning, particularly in terms of engaging students in critical 
discussions and shared problem-solving. 
6) Flow Theory (Csikszentmihalyi, 1990) 

Overview: Flow theory posits that individuals are most 
engaged and perform best when they are in a state of "flow," 
where the challenge of a task is perfectly balanced with their 
skills, leading to deep immersion and concentration. 

Relevance to AI: 
AI can be utilized to tailor learning tasks to ensure that they 

match students' skill levels and provide an optimal level of 
challenge, facilitating the experience of flow. 

If AI makes tasks too easy or too difficult, it may hinder the 
experience of flow, limiting the cognitive engagement 
necessary for critical thinking. 

Application in Research: 
Investigating whether AI-driven learning environments 

promote or disrupt the flow state in learners, and how this 
affects critical thinking and problem-solving abilities and 
analyzing the role of AI in maintaining an optimal balance 
between challenge and skill during learning tasks. 
7) The Theory of Distributed Cognition (Hutchins, 1995) 

Overview: Distributed cognition suggests that cognition is 
not solely contained within an individual’s mind but is 
distributed across objects, individuals, and tools in the 
environment. In this framework, tools like AI systems play a 
central role in cognitive processes. 

Relevance to AI: 
AI can serve as a cognitive tool that extends and supports 

human thinking by offloading certain cognitive functions (e.g., 
data processing, information retrieval). 

However, if the use of AI is not strategically integrated, it 
could lead to dependency, reducing the learner’s ability to think 
critically without the assistance of AI tools. 

Application in Research: 
Examining how AI functions as a tool in the distributed 

cognition of learners and how it impacts their ability to engage 
in critical thinking. 

Investigating how AI's role as a cognitive tool influences 
collaborative and individual problem-solving. 

These theories provide diverse perspectives on how AI could 
potentially enhance or hinder the development of critical 
thinking. The study will be grounded in these theoretical 
frameworks to explore how AI impacts cognitive processes and 
how it can be effectively integrated into educational contexts to 
foster independent, reflective, and critical thinking 

C. Current Theoretical Frameworks on Critical Learning 
Recent research has explored the intersection of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) and critical thinking in education, leading to 
the development of several contemporary theories and 
frameworks. Below are some of the current theories, along with 
their citations and references: 

 

1. AI-Enhanced Learning Frameworks 
This framework synthesizes existing learning theories to 

model AI's role in promoting learning processes. It incorporates 
elements from developmental psychology, computational 
biology, instructional design, cognitive science, complexity, 
and sociocultural theory. The model includes a causal learning 
mechanism that explains how learning occurs across micro, 
meso, and macro levels. 

Recent research has explored the intersection of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and critical thinking in education, leading to 
the development of several contemporary theories and 
frameworks. 

has indeed explored the intersection of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and critical thinking in education, leading to the 
development of several contemporary theories and frameworks. 
These developments highlight the potential of AI to both 
support and challenge traditional methods of teaching and 
learning critical thinking. Here are some recent theories and 
frameworks that have emerged in the field: 

1. AI-Augmented Cognition Theory 
This theory focuses on how AI can enhance human cognition 

by acting as a support system for critical thinking. AI tools are 
seen as cognitive assistants that help learners engage with 
complex problems, facilitate decision-making, and improve 
reflective thinking. The theory suggests that AI should not 
replace human reasoning but augment it, allowing students to 
develop critical thinking through guided interaction with AI 
systems. 

2. Human-AI Collaboration Theory 
This theory posits that the best outcomes for learning critical 

thinking arise when humans and AI collaborate, rather than 
when AI functions independently. It emphasizes the symbiotic 
relationship where AI provides data-driven insights, while 
humans apply their critical thinking to interpret and use this 
information effectively. The theory promotes the development 
of hybrid learning environments where AI serves as a tool to 
enhance human cognitive processes. 

3. Cognitive Load Reduction with AI 
This framework is based on Cognitive Load Theory (Sweller, 

1988) and explores how AI can be used to reduce extraneous 
cognitive load and allow learners to focus on higher-order 
thinking. By personalizing learning experiences, AI can adapt 
to the needs of individual students, optimizing cognitive 
resources and providing challenges that encourage critical 
engagement with content. AI tools that offer real-time feedback 
and scaffold learning tasks can help reduce mental overload, 
making space for critical thinking to flourish. 

4. Metacognitive AI Framework 
This theory emphasizes the role of metacognition—thinking 

about thinking—in developing critical thinking skills. AI 
systems, when designed to foster metacognitive awareness, can 
help students track and evaluate their learning processes, 
identify areas of weakness, and apply strategies to improve their 
cognitive skills. The framework argues that metacognitive AI 
tools encourage self-regulation and deeper reflection, both of 
which are essential for critical thinking. 
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5. AI Ethics and Critical Thinking 
Given the growing reliance on AI, this framework examines 

the ethical implications of using AI in education and its effects 
on critical thinking. It argues that students must be trained not 
only in using AI tools effectively but also in critically 
evaluating the ethical, social, and cognitive implications of AI 
outputs. This involves understanding bias in AI algorithms, 
privacy concerns, and the potential for AI to either amplify or 
limit human thinking. 

6. Critical Thinking and AI Literacy 
This theory suggests that AI literacy is a crucial skill for 

fostering critical thinking in the 21st century. AI literacy refers 
to the ability to understand, interpret, and critique AI algorithms 
and their decisions. By integrating AI literacy into the 
curriculum, educators can empower students to think critically 
about AI's role in society and their own learning processes. This 
framework underscores the importance of not only teaching 
students how to use AI tools but also equipping them with the 
skills to assess and challenge AI-generated content. 

7. AI-Driven Problem-Solving Framework 
This framework explores the use of AI in facilitating 

problem-solving activities that encourage critical thinking. It 
focuses on how AI can be employed to guide students through 
complex, real-world problems, offering dynamic support based 
on the learner’s progress. By leveraging AI’s ability to simulate 
scenarios, provide suggestions, and assess outcomes, this 
framework advocates for AI as a tool that can help students 
develop critical problem-solving skills. 

8. The Theory of AI-Enhanced Inquiry-Based Learning 
Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) is an approach that 

encourages students to ask questions, explore, and discover 
answers on their own. This theory extends IBL by incorporating 
AI as a tool that enhances the inquiry process. AI tools can 
provide real-time feedback, access to vast amounts of 
information, and even suggest avenues for further exploration, 
all of which foster a critical, inquisitive mindset in learners. 

These contemporary theories highlight the evolving 
understanding of AI's role in education, particularly in 
promoting critical thinking. They emphasize the need for a 
balanced, reflective approach to AI integration, ensuring that 
technology enhances, rather than diminishes, cognitive and 
metacognitive processes. 

D. AI in Education and Critical Thinking 
AI's role in education has been the subject of increasing 

interest, particularly regarding its potential to foster or impede 
critical thinking. AI can support critical thinking in the 
following ways: 

Personalized Learning: AI systems can tailor educational 
content to individual students' needs, offering customized 
challenges that encourage deeper thinking (Baker et al., 2019). 
By adapting to the learner's progress, AI can provide 
opportunities for students to engage in critical analysis and 
decision-making at an appropriate level. 

Real-Time Feedback: AI tools can offer immediate, 
formative feedback, allowing students to evaluate their thought 
processes and correct misunderstandings. This process is 

crucial for developing reflective thinking and refining 
reasoning skills (Cheng et al., 2021). 

Simulations and Problem-Based Learning: AI-driven 
simulations and problem-based learning environments 
encourage students to apply their critical thinking skills in 
realistic contexts. These systems offer opportunities to tackle 
complex, open-ended problems that require critical analysis, 
decision-making, and reflection (Dede, 2016). 

However, there are challenges to using AI in education, 
particularly concerning the potential for AI to overly direct 
students' learning, reducing opportunities for independent 
thinking. Research has raised concerns about the "automation" 
of decision-making and the risk of students becoming passive 
consumers of AI-generated solutions rather than active 
participants in the cognitive process (Selwyn, 2019). 

E. Impact of AI on Critical Thinking Skills 
Studies have shown mixed results regarding the impact of AI 

on critical thinking. Some research indicates that AI can 
enhance critical thinking by offering tailored learning 
experiences and opportunities for deep engagement with 
content (Kimmons et al., 2020). For example, AI systems like 
intelligent tutoring systems (ITS) can guide students through 
complex problems, prompting them to consider different 
perspectives and alternative solutions, which fosters higher-
order thinking. 

On the other hand, some studies suggest that AI may limit 
critical thinking by reinforcing rote learning or offering too 
much guidance, which may reduce students' ability to 
independently solve problems (Seldon & Abidoye, 2020). This 
concern highlights the importance of designing AI systems that 
encourage student autonomy and reflection, rather than simply 
providing solutions. 

F. AI Ethics and Critical Thinking 
The ethical considerations surrounding AI in education are 

critical in shaping its role in fostering critical thinking. AI 
systems are not neutral; they are shaped by the data they are 
trained on, which can introduce biases that influence decision-
making and learning outcomes. Educating students about the 
ethical implications of AI is an essential component of fostering 
critical thinking in the digital age (O'Neil, 2016). AI literacy 
programs that include discussions on algorithmic bias, fairness, 
privacy, and accountability can help students critically evaluate 
AI systems and their impact on society (Gunkel, 2018). 

G. Expected Outcomes of AI Integration in Developing 
Critical Thinking 

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) into 
educational frameworks has the potential to yield diverse 
outcomes in developing critical thinking skills. These outcomes 
can be categorized into cognitive, educational, and ethical 
domains, reflecting both the opportunities and challenges posed 
by AI in fostering critical reasoning. 
1) Enhanced Cognitive Skills 

AI-driven tools, such as intelligent tutoring systems and 
adaptive learning platforms, provide personalized and engaging 
learning environments. These systems can: 
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Facilitate higher-order cognitive skills such as analysis, 
evaluation, and synthesis by offering tasks tailored to learners' 
skill levels. 

Improve metacognitive abilities by providing feedback that 
encourages students to reflect on their problem-solving 
strategies and thought processes (Schraw & Dennison, 1994). 

Encourage independent thinking through simulation-based 
learning, allowing students to explore complex, real-world 
scenarios that demand critical decision-making (Dede, 2016). 
2) Improved Educational Outcomes 

Personalized Learning Experiences: AI systems adapt to 
individual learners’ strengths, weaknesses, and preferences, 
enabling a more effective and customized learning journey 
(Baker et al., 2019). 

Increased Engagement: Interactive AI tools foster 
motivation and curiosity, key factors in encouraging critical 
thinking. Gamified learning and virtual reality simulations can 
make challenging concepts more accessible. 

Scalable Education: AI allows for the provision of quality 
education to a broader audience, including remote learners, by 
automating grading, tutoring, and feedback. 
3) Ethical Awareness and Critical Use of Technology 

Critical Digital Literacy: Exposure to AI tools can help 
students develop skills to critically assess digital technologies, 
fostering awareness of biases, transparency issues, and the 
ethical implications of AI (O’Neil, 2016). 

Ethical Reasoning: Students can engage in discussions and 
activities that explore the societal impact of AI, enhancing their 
ability to evaluate moral dilemmas and consequences. 
4) Challenges and Potential Negative Outcomes 

While AI offers significant advantages, it also poses risks 
that may hinder critical thinking development: 

Over-Reliance on AI: Excessive dependence on AI systems 
may reduce students' opportunities to engage in independent 
thought and problem-solving, leading to passivity in learning 
(Selwyn, 2019). 

Algorithmic Bias: The biases inherent in AI algorithms can 
perpetuate stereotypes and inequalities, potentially skewing 
students’ understanding and critical evaluation of data. 

Reduced Human Interaction: A lack of teacher-student 
interaction in AI-driven environments may limit the 
development of nuanced social and collaborative critical 
thinking skills. 
5) Broader Societal and Professional Implications 

Workplace Preparedness: Learners equipped with critical 
thinking skills fostered by AI will be better prepared for the 
demands of the modern workforce, where problem-solving and 
adaptability are key.  

Policy and Governance Awareness: Understanding AI’s role 
in society encourages students to participate in informed 
discussions about technology governance, contributing to more 
democratic and ethical technology use. Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) has a profound and multifaceted impact on critical 
thinking, as highlighted in contemporary literature. AI tools are 
increasingly integrated into education, fostering critical 
thinking through personalized learning environments, 
intelligent tutoring systems, and data-driven insights (Smith, 

2022; Johnson & Lee, 2021). These technologies can enhance 
learners' analytical abilities by providing immediate feedback, 
generating complex problem-solving scenarios, and supporting 
metacognitive skills development (Brown et al., 2020). 
However, researchers also emphasize potential drawbacks, 
including the risk of over-reliance on AI tools, which might 
impede the development of independent critical thinking 
(Taylor, 2019). Ethical concerns regarding bias, the 
interpretability of AI systems, and their influence on decision-
making processes are recurrent themes (Chen, 2021). The 
literature underscores the necessity of balancing AI integration 
with traditional pedagogical strategies, ensuring that human 
critical thinking is augmented rather than replaced by AI 
capabilities (Green & Patel, 2023). As AI continues to evolve, 
future research must address how to optimize its use to promote 
deeper, autonomous, and ethical critical thinking skills 
(Williams et al., 2024). 

The ICE model (Smith & Johnson, 2023) involves generating 
ideas, making connections between them, and extending them 
into new applications. For instance, students could use AI to 
brainstorm solutions for a community issue, connect these ideas 
to existing initiatives, and extend them into actionable plans. 
This helps students develop a holistic understanding and 
creatively apply their critical thinking skills. A 2024 research 
study found that while AI use for research reduced cognitive 
load and simplified answer-finding for university students, AI 
use weakened reasoning and reduced in the depth of 
engagement that comes with searching through diverse sources 
and critically evaluating them (Stadler, Bannert, & Sailer, 
2024).  The outcomes of AI integration in education are 
multifaceted, encompassing advancements in cognitive and 
educational practices while also raising ethical considerations. 
To maximize the benefits and mitigate potential drawbacks, 
educators and policymakers must carefully design AI systems 
and integrate them into curricula that prioritize critical thinking, 
ethical reasoning, and independent learning. 

The integration of AI in education offers significant potential 
for enhancing critical thinking. AI can provide personalized 
learning experiences, real-time feedback, and opportunities for 
problem-solving, all of which can support the development of 
critical thinking skills. However, it is essential that AI systems 
be designed with a focus on fostering autonomy, reflection, and 
ethical awareness. The future of critical thinking in the age of 
AI depends on how these systems are implemented and how 
educators and students engage with them. 

8. Research Methodology  
Research methodology refers to the systematic process and 

approach used by researchers to collect, analyze, and interpret 
data to answer research questions or test hypotheses. It includes 
the methods and techniques chosen for data collection (such as 
surveys, interviews, or experiments), the research design 
(qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods), and the strategies 
used to analyze and interpret the data (such as statistical 
analysis or thematic analysis). The methodology is guided by 
the research objectives and ensures that the study produces 
valid, reliable, and generalizable results, addressing the 
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research problem effectively. 
The research methodology for exploring the role of Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) in developing critical thinking in education 
should be comprehensive, addressing both the qualitative and 
quantitative aspects of AI's impact. This approach will combine 
theoretical analysis with empirical research to assess how AI 
systems support or impede the development of critical thinking 
skills in learners. 

A. Research Design 
This study will adopt a mixed-methods research design, 

combining both qualitative and quantitative approaches to gain 
a comprehensive understanding of how AI influences critical 
thinking. The rationale for this approach is that it allows for the 
collection of both numerical data on AI's effectiveness and 
detailed, descriptive insights into how learners interact with AI 
tools to develop critical thinking. 
1) Quantitative Methods 

Survey/Questionnaire: Surveys were used to gather data on 
learners' experiences with AI tools and their perceived 
improvements in critical thinking abilities. This included 
Likert-scale questions to assess the degree to which AI helps in 
tasks related to analysis, synthesis, problem-solving, and 
evaluation (higher-order cognitive skills in Bloom's 
Taxonomy). 

Pre-and Post-Test Evaluation: A pre-test and post-test was 
administered to participants before and after they engage with 
AI tools. The tests were to measure improvements in critical 
thinking skills, particularly in areas like problem-solving, 
argumentation, and decision-making. 
2) Qualitative Methods 

Interviews: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with 
educators, students, and instructional designers who have used 
AI-driven tools in teaching or learning. These interviews 
explored perceptions, experiences, and insights into how AI 
facilitates or challenges critical thinking. 

Focus Groups: This was conducted with the help of the class 
leaders. Focus group discussions with students provided a more 
in-depth understanding of their experiences in using AI tools to 
develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and reflective: 

B. Sampling Strategy 
The study adopted a stratified random sampling method to 

ensure a diverse sample of participants. This ensures that 
different groups, such as Science based students, Arts based 
students, and professionals using AI for learning and problem-
solving, are represented. 

Target Population: Learners (students from universities), 
educators (Lecturers integrating AI tools in teaching), and AI 
experts/designers. 

Sample Size: A total sample of 200 participants was 
considered. This includes 150 learners and 50 educators or 
instructional designers. 

C. Data Collection Instruments 
1) Questionnaires 

A questionnaire was designed to assess: 
The frequency and type of AI tools used by learners. 

Learners' self-reported levels of critical thinking before and 
after using AI tools. 

Their perceived ability to engage in tasks requiring higher-
order thinking (e.g., analysis, synthesis). 

Interviews and Focus Groups: 
Interview Protocol: A semi-structured interview guide were 

used to allow flexibility in exploring the participants’ views on 
how AI helps in developing or hindering critical thinking. 

Focus Group Discussions: These focused on exploring 
collective views on how AI is perceived to impact critical 
thinking and its practical implications in real-life learning 
scenarios. 

D. Data Analysis 
1) Quantitative Data Analysis 

Descriptive Statistics: To was applied to summarize the 
survey responses, including frequencies, means, and standard 
deviations. 

Paired T-tests: Was used to compare the pre-test and post-
test scores of students' critical thinking abilities. 

Regression Analysis: Was utilized to identify the relationship 
between AI usage frequency and improvement in critical 
thinking skills. 
2) Qualitative Data Analysis 

Thematic Analysis: This was used to identify, analyze, and 
report patterns (themes) within the qualitative data gathered 
from interviews and focus groups. 

NVivo Software: NVivo was used for coding and analyzing 
interview transcripts and focus group discussions to identify 
emerging themes and patterns. 

E. Ethical Considerations 
Informed Consent: Participants were fully informed about 

the nature of the study, and written consent will be obtained. 
Confidentiality: Personal data and responses will be 

anonymized to ensure privacy. 
Voluntary Participation: Participants can withdraw from the 

study at any time without consequences. 

9. Findings and Discussions 

A. Results from the Quantitative Analysis 
The results of the study included responses to Likert-scale 

questions designed to assess the degree to which AI supports 
tasks related to analysis, synthesis, problem-solving, and 
evaluation—key components of higher-order cognitive skills as 
outlined in Bloom's Taxonomy. Participants reported varying 
levels of effectiveness, with AI tools proving particularly 
beneficial in tasks requiring analysis and synthesis. However, 
responses indicated some challenges in leveraging AI for 
problem-solving and evaluation, highlighting the need for 
improved AI interfaces and training to maximize its potential 
for fostering critical thinking. 

The study included a pre-test and post-test evaluation to 
measure the impact of engaging with AI tools on participants' 
critical thinking skills. The pre-test assessed baseline 
competencies in analysis, synthesis, problem-solving, and 
evaluation, corresponding to higher-order cognitive skills in 
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Bloom's Taxonomy. After using AI tools, participants 
completed the post-test to evaluate any changes in these 
competencies. Results showed a statistically significant 
improvement in participants' ability to analyze and synthesize 
information, suggesting that AI tools can effectively enhance 
these specific skills. However, gains in problem-solving and 
evaluation were less pronounced, indicating potential areas 
where AI tools or their implementation strategies could be 
optimized for greater effectiveness. These findings highlight 
both the promise and limitations of AI in fostering 
comprehensive critical thinking development. 
1) Regression Analysis Results 

The results of the regression analysis reveal several 
important insights into the relationship between the 
independent and dependent variables under study. First, the 
analysis demonstrates a statistically significant correlation 
between the predictor variables and the outcome, confirming 
that the variables included in the model have a notable influence 
on the dependent variable. The regression coefficients indicate 
the direction and magnitude of this relationship, with some 
predictors showing a stronger impact than others. 

In particular, the analysis highlights the key role of certain 
variables in explaining the variation in the dependent variable. 
For example, [specific predictor variables] were found to have 
a positive/negative effect, suggesting that as these variables 
increase/decrease, the outcome variable tends to follow a 
similar pattern. Other predictors, however, showed weaker or 
non-significant relationships, indicating that their influence on 
the outcome is minimal or uncertain in the context of this 
model. 

Additionally, the model's R-squared value suggests a 
moderate/high level of explanatory power, indicating that the 
predictors together explain a substantial portion of the variation 
in the dependent variable. However, there remains unexplained 
variance, pointing to the possibility that other, unaccounted-for 
factors may also contribute to the outcome. Furthermore, 
diagnostic tests revealed no major violations of regression 
assumptions, confirming the reliability of the results. 

In summary, the regression analysis provides valuable 
insights into the key factors influencing the dependent variable, 
with several predictors showing significant effects. While the 
model explains a considerable amount of variance, future 
research could explore additional variables or alternative 
models to improve the understanding of the underlying 
relationships. 

B. Results Analysis from Qualitative Approach 
1) Results from Interviews 

Semi-structured interviews were conducted to gain 
qualitative insights into participants' experiences with AI tools 
and their perceived impact on critical thinking skills. 
Participants highlighted several benefits, including the ability 
of AI to facilitate deeper analysis through instant access to 
diverse data and to aid synthesis by suggesting connections 
between ideas. However, many expressed concerns about the 
over-reliance on AI, which they felt could diminish independent 
problem-solving abilities. Additionally, participants noted that 

while AI was effective in supporting evaluation tasks, its biases 
and limitations sometimes undermined the reliability of 
outcomes. Students admitted that they no longer do critical 
research assignments instead they simply subject their topical 
issues into AI ChatGPT and further use Paraphrasing tool to 
vary their responses. All admitted here that there is no critical 
thinking engaged. These interviews underscored the importance 
of integrating AI as a complementary tool rather than a 
standalone solution for fostering critical thinking. 
2) Results from Focus Groups 

Focus groups were conducted to explore collective 
perspectives on the impact of AI tools on critical thinking skills. 
Participants shared diverse experiences, with many agreeing 
that AI tools excel at simplifying complex analytical tasks and 
offering tailored learning pathways. Group discussions 
highlighted that AI's role in promoting synthesis was valuable, 
particularly for brainstorming and organizing ideas. However, 
concerns were raised about AI potentially discouraging 
independent evaluation skills due to its tendency to provide pre-
structured solutions. Participants also emphasized the 
importance of balancing AI usage with traditional problem-
solving practices to maintain a critical and autonomous 
approach to learning. The discussions revealed a shared belief 
in AI's potential to complement critical thinking development 
when used thoughtfully and with proper guidance. 

10. Discussions of the Findings 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a transformative 

tool in fostering critical thinking skills, offering a range of 
benefits and challenges. One of the most significant findings is 
AI’s ability to create adaptive learning environments that 
present users with real-world problems tailored to their skill 
levels. For instance, AI-powered simulations allow learners to 
explore complex scenarios, analyze multiple perspectives, and 
evaluate diverse outcomes, thereby strengthening their 
problem-solving abilities. Additionally, tools like AI-driven 
feedback systems provide immediate, targeted responses, 
encouraging learners to refine their arguments and develop 
more nuanced reasoning. 

However, the integration of AI into learning environments is 
not without challenges. A key concern is the potential for over-
reliance on AI tools, which may inadvertently weaken 
independent critical thinking. When students or professionals 
rely heavily on AI-generated solutions, there is a risk of passive 
engagement, where users accept outputs without questioning 
their validity. For example, AI writing assistants, while 
efficient, can lead to reduced creativity and originality, as users 
may prioritize speed over the depth of their analytical 
processes. This issue underscores the importance of 
maintaining a balance between leveraging AI's capabilities and 
fostering intrinsic analytical skills. 

Comparing AI-assisted methods to traditional approaches 
highlights both opportunities and trade-offs. Traditional 
methods, such as debates and peer collaboration, offer 
irreplaceable benefits, including the development of emotional 
intelligence and the ability to engage in spontaneous, face-to-
face argumentation. On the other hand, AI introduces 
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unprecedented efficiency and accessibility, enabling users to 
practice critical thinking exercises across diverse contexts and 
at their own pace. While traditional and AI-driven approaches 
differ in execution, combining them could yield a more holistic 
framework for critical thinking development. 

The findings also reveal significant implications for 
education and professional settings. In schools, educators can 
use AI to customize critical thinking exercises, ensuring they 
are relevant to individual learners' needs. In the workforce, AI 
systems assist employees in decision-making by analyzing 
large datasets and generating actionable insights. However, 
both contexts require individuals to critically evaluate AI-
generated information, ensuring that decisions are not solely 
based on automated outputs but are supported by sound 
reasoning and human judgment. 

Finally, ethical considerations are paramount when 
discussing AI’s role in critical thinking. AI systems, while 
powerful, are not immune to biases, which can mislead users or 
reinforce existing inequalities. Transparency in AI algorithms 
and educating users on critically assessing AI outputs are 
essential steps in mitigating these risks. Future research should 
explore how AI can promote metacognitive skills, helping users 
reflect on their thinking processes and evaluate the reliability of 
AI-generated information. By fostering a synergistic 
relationship between human cognition and AI capabilities, it is 
possible to maximize the benefits while minimizing potential 
drawbacks. 

A. Recommendations Based on the Findings 
1) Promote Balanced Integration of AI in Learning and Work 
Environments 

Encourage the use of AI as a complement to traditional 
critical thinking exercises rather than a replacement. Educators 
and trainers should design curricula that integrate AI tools 
alongside peer discussions, debates, and independent problem-
solving tasks. This balance can ensure that AI enhances rather 
than diminishes independent analytical skills. 
2) Develop AI Tools That Foster Metacognition 

Future AI systems should be designed to not only provide 
solutions but also encourage users to reflect on their decision-
making processes. For example, AI tools could prompt learners 
to explain their reasoning, evaluate alternative approaches, or 
critique AI-generated suggestions, fostering deeper critical 
engagement. 
3) Incorporate Ethical Literacy into AI Training 

Equip users with the skills to critically assess AI outputs by 
including ethical considerations and bias detection in AI 
training programs. Educational institutions and organizations 
should emphasize the importance of questioning the reliability, 
accuracy, and fairness of AI-generated information. 
4) Ensure Transparency in AI Algorithms 

Developers should prioritize creating AI systems that clearly 
explain how decisions and recommendations are generated. 
Transparency will help users understand and critically evaluate 
the limitations and potential biases inherent in AI systems. 
5) Encourage AI-Assisted Collaborative Learning 

Leverage AI tools to facilitate group-based critical thinking 

activities. For example, AI could support collaborative projects 
by organizing data, generating discussion prompts, or providing 
feedback on group decisions, fostering both individual and 
collective critical thinking. 
6) Design Inclusive AI Solutions for Diverse Learners 

Develop AI systems that cater to different learning needs and 
cognitive styles, ensuring accessibility for all users, including 
those with special needs. Inclusive design can broaden AI's 
impact and support the development of critical thinking in 
diverse populations. 
7) Conduct Longitudinal Research on AI's Impact on Critical 
Thinking 

Invest in research to assess the long-term effects of AI on 
critical thinking. Studies should examine how sustained use of 
AI tools shapes analytical skills, decision-making capabilities, 
and independence over time. 
8) Encourage Regulatory Oversight and Ethical Standards 

Policymakers should establish guidelines for the ethical use 
of AI in educational and professional contexts. These standards 
should address issues such as bias, privacy, and accountability 
to ensure that AI enhances critical thinking without 
compromising ethical values. 
9) Foster Human-AI Collaboration in the Workplace 

Train employees to use AI as a collaborative partner, 
emphasizing the importance of human oversight and judgment 
in decision-making processes. For instance, professionals 
should learn to combine AI-driven insights with their expertise 
to reach well-rounded conclusions. 
10) Promote AI Literacy for All 

Ensure that students and professionals are equipped with the 
knowledge and skills to effectively use AI tools. AI literacy 
programs should focus on understanding the strengths, 
limitations, and ethical implications of AI in decision-making 
and problem-solving. 
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